
The Snake River, as it cuts a crescent-shaped path 
across southern Idaho, features several dynamite scenic 
fl oating sections, as well as action-packed whitewater. 
The South Fork of the Snake River is a gorgeous day 
trip in Swan Valley with outstanding trout fi shing. 
Near Twin Falls, two sections of the Snake, the Class 
4+ Murtaugh and Class 3 Milner, are great fl oat trips 
when water is available. Scenic fl oats below Shoshone 
Falls and in the Hagerman area are available all summer 
long. Guided trips are available on the South Fork 
Snake and Middle Snake River areas near Twin Falls. 

Swan Valley; Twin 
Falls area; Hagerman

Heise; Twin 
Falls area; Bliss

Season.................May–Aug*

Rating..................Class 1-4+
Miles..............................6-20
Trip length.......................1 day

Snake River Day Trips

* May only for Milner and Murtaugh
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ROW Adventures

Bearpaw River Expeditions

Whitewater Adventures



European Rating Scale  

Class 1 – Flatwater with no obstacles

Class 2 – Small waves and riffles; 
easy navigation 

Class 3 – Large waves with clear 
navigation channel; can swamp a canoe

Class 4– Technically challenging rap-
ids with multiple maneuvers required

Class 5 – Extremely violent rapids with 
multiple hazards and high chance of boat-flips

Class 6 – Unrunnable waterfall

Source: American Whitewater

No matter the class, all moving water presents 

some risk. Always wear a life vest and remember to 

raft responsibly. Also consider using one of the many 

available & experienced outfitters when enjoying 

Idaho’s rivers.



World-class boaters fl ock to Idaho in the spring and summer 
to test their skills on some of the most challenging Class 
4+ to Class 5 whitewater trips in the nation. The end of the 
North Fork of the Payette River, with 15 miles of continuous 
Class 5 rapids, is considered to be one of the toughest rivers 
to tackle top to bottom in one day. The South Fork of the 
Clearwater is considered a close cousin to the North Fork, 
with equally gnarly Class 5 drops, but with a much shorter 
season. The South Fork of the Salmon, a little-known Class 
4+ gem, is a favorite among locals for 2-day trips. 

* No guided trips are available on any of these streams and are 
recommended for experts. 

S. Fork Salmon - near Yellow Pine Mackay Bar

Season...................Apr–Sept
Rating..................Class 4+-5

Miles..............................5-40
Trip length..................1-2 days

Gnarly Class 5 Rivers

S. Fork Clearwater - near Elk City Kooskia

N. Fork of Payette - Smith’s Ferry Banks
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How to apply for a permit:

The U.S. Forest Service has one application form for all 

four rivers in Idaho where a permit is required: Selway 

River, Middle Fork Salmon River, Hells Canyon or Main 

Salmon River. Go to the web site for the Four Rivers Lot-

tery:   http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/sc/recreation/4rivers/ to 

download the application form. Applications are due 

by Jan 31 each year, and the lucky permit winners will 

be notified by late February or early March. People who 

pay an outfitter to take them on a permitted river don’t 

need a permit of their own. 

Information and Resources

How to find a river outfitter/guide:
Go to  www.ioga.org, the web site of the Idaho Outfitters and Guides Association. 

How to find lodging near your river trip:Go to www.visitidaho.org and search for lodging near the river 
you are running. 

Helpful web sites: 

•  Overall resource: 

  www.allaboutrivers.com

•  Idaho river flows: 

  www.idwr.idaho.gov/water/supply/riverflow.htm

•  Idaho Whitewater Yahoo Group: 

  groups.yahoo.com/group/idahowhitewater

•  Kayaking in Idaho site: 

  www.kayakidaho.com

TIP:  Check with a local 
outdoor store that sells river gear 
for all the latest local river info.



1-800-VISIT-ID 
visitidaho.org

08-43160-5000


